
SPORTS CAFE
Berenguer penalty rescues Bilbao 
Bilbao: Gorka Guruzeta scored two goals and Álex Berenguer 
converted a stoppage-time penalty as Athletico Bilbao twice 
came from behind to defeat Celta Vigo 4-3 in the Spanish 
league. The win extended Bilbao's unbeaten streak at home to 
six games and closed the gap to the top four to one point. But it 
was Celta's Iago Aspas who silenced the home crowd after 25 
minutes when he opened the scoring with a low shot from just 
outside the box. It was the first goal of the season for the 36-
year-old former Liverpool player. Oihan Sancet equalized seven 
minutes before halftime for Athletic but Celta regained the lead 
just three minutes later thanks to Jonathan Bamba. Guruzeta 
equalized in first-half stoppage time when he turned in a cross 
from the left and then put Bilbao ahead for the first time with 
another poacher's goal seven minutes into the second half. It 
was the second time this season that Guruzeta has scored twice 
and takes his league tally to six goals in 12 games.  

Noren makes birdies early, late for 67 
Southampton: Alex Noren started with three birdies and then he 
wondered if he would make another. He picked up two more 
late in the second round and posted a 5-under 66 for a two-shot 
lead going into the weekend at the Butterfield Bermuda 
Championship. Noren finally got a putt to fall on the par-4 15th, 
added a birdie on the par-5 17th and wound up setting the 
tournament tournament record at 15-under 127. He had a two-
shot lead over Ryan Moore (64), and Satoshi Kodaira and Ryan 
Brehm, who each shot a 65, as the wind at Port Royal began to 
at least cause some doubt. Noren felt he played about the same 
as he did on Thursday when he opened with a 61, with one big 
exception.  

Nice held to 0-0 draw away  
Paris: French league leader Nice missed a chance to extend its 
lead at the top of the table when it could only draw 0-0 away at 
mid-table Montpellier. Nice is the surprise leader of Ligue 1 and 
Friday's draw extends its unbeaten run to 15 games, the longest 
of any club in Europe's top five divisions. The south coast side 
remain top, two points clear of second-place Paris Saint-
Germain, which plays away at Reims on Saturday. It has 
conceded just four goals in the league this season and is 
enjoying its longest unbeaten streak since 1967. However, 
missing influential midfielder Youssouf Ndayishmiye, Nice 
struggled to create chances on what was a frustrating night.  

Pederson uses a fast start to a 65 
Belleair: Emily Kristine Pederson had six birdies in her opening 
10 holes and held on for a 5-under 65, giving her a two-shot 
lead in The Annika and moving the Danish player two rounds 
closer to earning a spot in the LPGA Tour season finale. Pederson 
dropped three shots over her final seven holes at Pelican Golf 
Club as the wind picked up late in the morning. Part of her 
wishes her 65 could have been lower. "It got a little bit more 
windy out there and my back nine was not as I hoped," 
Pederson said. "I hit a few uncommitted golf shots that I'm a 
little bit mad at myself about. That happens. Hopefully, I can 
commit a bit more tomorrow and keep it going o the whole 
round."  Minami Katsu of Japan had a 67 and was two shots 
behind, followed by Jasmine Suwannapura of Thailand, who had 
a 65 and was four behind.  

Russian skater verdict in Jan-end 
Lausanne: A verdict in the Beijing Olympics doping case of 
Russian figure skater Kamila Valieva should be given by the end 
of January, the Court of Arbitration for Sport said after a fifth 
day of appeal proceedings. The new deadline set by CAS should 
resolve the case nearly two years after the then-15-year-old's 
doping test rocked the 2022 Winter Games in China. Valieva's 
positive test for a banned heart medication was revealed only 
after she helped the Russians win Olympic team gold in Beijing. 
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Czech reach BJK Cup semis
AP / SEVILLE 

Barbora Krejcikova and Katerina 
Siniakova sent the Czech 
Republic into the semifinals of  
the Billie Jean King Cup by beat-
ing American duo Danielle 
Collins and Taylor Townsend 6-3, 
7-5 in their decisive doubles 
match. 

Siniakova and Krejcikova com-
pleted a 2-1 comeback against the 
U.S. team on the indoor hard 
court in Seville to eliminate the 
Americans. The Czechs will face 
Canada in Saturday's semifinals. 
Italy will face Slovenia in the oth-
er semifinal on the indoor hard 
court in Seville. 

"The U.S. were there, just wait-
ing for the winning moment," 
said Czech captain Petr Pala. "It 
got to the wire and it could have 
gone either way, but we have a 
world-class doubles team." Krej-
cikova, the 2021 French Open 
champion, has also paired with 
Siniakova to win seven major 
doubles titles including this year's 
Australian Open. Their 
champion pedigree showed in a 
dominant performance that in-
cluded converting six of  eight 
break points. 

"I was very happy when we 
sealed the winning point today," 
Siniakova said, before talking 
about her continued success with 
Krejcikova. 

"Everyone wants to beat us, and 
they are coming and trying to find 
things. I wouldn't say our partner-
ship is natural. You just need to 

work hard and we both like prac-
ticing and trying to improve our-
selves, which is a big part."  

Siniakova had started the day 
by losing to Collins, who won 
their opening singles match 6-3, 6-
2 to give the U.S. a 1-0 lead in a 
matchup to decide which teams 
would advance from Group A. But 
Wimbledon champion Marketa 
Vondrousova pulled the Czechs 
level at 1-1 after she brushed aside 
Sofia Kenin 6-1, 6-1. 

It was the final appearance for 
U.S. captain Kathy Rinaldi, who 
will be replace by Linsday Daven-
port after having led the team for 
seven years, the fourth longest 
stint in team history. 

"I loved my position as captain. 
I'll miss it greatly," Rinaldi said. 
"My saying was 'What happens at 
Billie Jean King Cup stays at Bil-

lie Jean King Cup.' So I'm not giv-
ing anything away." 
These are the the two most suc-
cessful teams in the competition's 
history - the U.S. has the most ti-
tles with 18 and the Czechs the 
second most with 11. But the 
Czechs have now won their last 
three meetings with the Ameri-
cans. 

The Americans were without 
their two highest-ranked players. 
No. 3 Coco Gauff  and No. 5 Jessica 
Pegula both played in the WTA fi-
nals in Mexico, which finished 
just before the Billie Jean King 
Cup Finals. 

The U.S. beat defending cham-
pion Switzerland in their group-
phase opener on Thursday. 

Canada advanced by winning 
its two matches over Spain and 
Poland in Group C earlier this 

week. 
Slovenia made it to the semifi-

nals for the first time despite los-
ing 2-1 to Kazakhstan. 

Slovenia finished atop Group B 
thanks to the best sets win-loss 
record of  the three teams after 
Slovenia, Kazakhstan and Aus-
tralia all finished with a 1-1 record 
and with three match victories 
each. 

"It's pretty unbelievable that 
we're here," said Slovenia's Kaja 
Kuvan, whose 6-1, 6-0 win over 
Anna Danilina helped send her 
team through. "I don't think any 
of  us dreamed of  the semifinal." 
France beat Germany 3-0 with 
both having already been elimi-
nated in group D, where winner 
Italy advanced after beating both 
rivals earlier this week. 

France's Clara Burel beat Lau-
ra Siegemund 6-4, 6-3, while Ger-
many's Tatjana Maria had to re-
tire from her match against Var-
vara Gracheva. 

FPJ NEWS SERVICE / Mumbai 

International football legend Oliver 
Kahn is set to make a monumental 
impact on Indian football as he un-
veiled his visionary plan to launch the 
Oliver Kahn Academy in India, a 
ground breaking initiative set to 
transform the landscape of  football 
education and development in the 
country. 

This powerhouse initiative, 

realised in partnership with Pro 10 in 
Maharashtra, aims to revolutionise 
football development in the country 
and harness its vast potential. The 
Oliver Kahn Academy is set to 
become the hub for comprehensive 
football education, focusing on 
grooming not just players but well-
rounded athletes. The ambitious plan 
involves establishing academies 
across India, connected with football 
clubs and sports academies. 

Oliver Kahn to launch academy

AP / Fort Lauderdale 

Lionel Messi held the Ballon D'Or 
over his head as fireworks lit up the 
sky to bring a pregame ceremony to a 
close. And with that, Inter Miami got 
to celebrate the game's greatest player 
one more time in 2023. 

Messi was on the field for his Major 
League Soccer club on Friday night 
for a friendly against New York City 
FC, a match put together to 
commemorate his eighth 
time winning the Ballon 
D'Or - presented annually 
to the game's top player - at 
a black-tie ceremony in 
Paris last month. No other 
player has won that award 
more than five times.    

Messi - carrying the trophy in his 
left hand - walked to midfield on a gold 
carpet laid out across the pitch, where 
MLS Commissioner Don Garber was 
among those awaiting his arrival for a 
brief  pregame ceremony. He em-
braced Garber, Inter Miami owners 
Jorge and Jose Mas, then hoisted the 
trophy as the crowd roared.  

"To me, it is something beautiful to 
share with you," Messi said. "I've only 

been here a little while but it really 
feels like I've been here a long time."  

Here's how big a deal the moment 
was: Even Garber pulled out his cell 
phone to take a picture of  the mo-
ment. 

"You, Inter Miami fans, have the 
best player who's ever played the 
game," Garber said.  

"The winner of  his eighth Ballon 
D'Or, the guy who lifted as captain the 

Leagues Cup for your team, 
thank you Leo for your be-
lief  in Major League Soccer 
and making your club and 
your league a league of  
choice."  

The game was almost ir-
relevant: NYCFC prevailed 

2-1, and Messi had a 25-yard free kick 
that could have tied the game in stop-
page time - but it sailed high, and the 
final whistle blew moments later. 

It was a perfect bookend to Messi's 
first four months officially as part of  
club: Year 1 started with an on-field 
party and ended with another celebra-
tion with a look ahead to Year 2. "He's 
the main star of  this match and we 
want to join him celebrating his 
eighth Ballon D'Or.”

The US were there, just 
waiting for the winning 

moment. It got to the wire and it 
could have gone either way, but 
we have a world-class doubles 
team."  

– Petr Pala, Czech Republic captain

6-3, 7-5 
MATCH SCORELINE 

Messi's Ballon D'Or trophy 
celebrated in style

To me, it is 
something 

beautiful to share 
with you," 

– Lionel Messi, 
Ballon D’Or winner 

PTI / New Delhi 

After a bittersweet Asian Games 
campaign that resulted to four 
Olympic quotas but none in the 
men's section, the Boxing Federa-
tion of  India will decide the future 
plan of  action next week with 
only two more Paris Games qual-
ifiers left. 

The Indian boxing contingent 
met its target of  winning three to 
six Paris Olympic quotas by win-
ning four. However, all of  them 
came in the women's section – 
from Nikhat Zareen (50kg) , Preeti 
Pawar (54kg), Parveen Hooda 
(57kg) and Lovlina Borgohain 
(75kg). 

With the next Olympic 
qualifier – the World 

Qualification Tournament slated 
to take place in Busto Arzizio, 
Italy from February 29 to March 
12  –  the high performance unit, 
led by Bernard Dunne, has put 
forth some proposals, including 
calling last year's men's World 
Youth Championships medallists 
directly into the senior national 
camp. 

"The HPD has sent a few pro-
posals. We will be conducting a 
meeting in the coming week 
where we will discuss all of  
them," a BFI official told PTI. 

"Those youth boxers who won 
medals last year are in senior cat-
egory now. They will have to com-
pete and perform at the upcoming 
Nationals to enter the camp be-
cause it has been a year since 

their performance at the Worlds. 
"We need to see and evaluate 

their performance now and that 
will happen at the Nationals," he 
added. 

The men's senior National 
Championships are scheduled to 
take place in Shillong from No-

vember 25.  
"The margin in the perform-

ance between senior and youth is 
immense. There is no match be-
tween the two," said a coach in the 
know of  things, hinting that even 
if  the youth boxers get the nod, 
they may not be sent for the qual-
ifiers. 

While the four semifinalists in 
the women's category won 
Olympic quotas, barring two 
weight classes, at the Asian 
Games, only the gold and silver 
winners made the cut for the 
Paris Games in the men's event. 

"The qualifying in men was 
very tough. Only the top two per 
category got quota and most of  
the top boxers in men's boxing are 
Asians," the coach said.

NONE OF THE MALE BOXERS WON AT THE ASIAN GAMES WHICH COULD HAVE FETCHED THEM OLY QUOTA 

BFI to decide next course of action 

The Czechs won the doubles to beat the United States 2-1

New Delhi: The All India Tennis Association (AITA) on Saturday reappointed 
Rohit Rajpal as the non-playing captain of the Indian Davis Cup team until 
December 31, 2024. The AITA said the decision was taken after 
consideration and evaluation of Rajpal's successful tenure as captain. "We 

Rohit Rajpal reappointed as India's Davis Cup captain until December 2024    
are delighted to extend Rohit Rajpal's tenure as the captain of our esteemed 
Davis Cup team.”
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